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l.cmorials arc oftcn cxprcssce in flowcrs, kindncsscs, and material 
things becavec of the inadcquacy of words. Thus has the sudden domisc 
of or. Gharlics Pendlcton, first president of this orfanization and 
consistent promoter of its best intcrcsts and woll-bcing, left vs specch. 
less in trying to placats our fccolings in his passing from among us. 
And any attcmpt at a proper concoleneo reverbcratcs as morc mockery of 
mcaningloss words. Could ovr thoughts pecome flowers, cack petal would 
be tipped with the beacuty of his own gontlcncss; could kindness convey 
focling, his intcrcst and conccrn has alrcecdy mct us morc than half way; 
and coulda materinl capression be possiblc, its appropriatcncss would bo 
possible only through his porsonal philosophy of the ultinatec good for 
wee frcaucst numbcrs cf his fricndas, 

Dre ftendlcton who scrv.d for many years until his rcecnt rotirement 
as rrofcscor of the Teaching of Encrlish nt Goorge Feabody College for 
decevers was ercat scholar a fricnd to learninr cvurywhore, The 
hunareds anc thousancs of students whe workcd for him and with him attcst 
to this-fact. They did net always fellow his orruncnts but'most 
ally agreed with his conclusions-conclusions which had to co with pure 
poscs, objectives, anc significant living. It is somcthing of this 
exxcncc Of great truth which remaincd after assignments, rcscareh and 
notc-taking were recnllce as morc classroom proccdurcs, iic discovered 
initiative, rccopnized proper attitudes, and cncovrarcad solf-cxprcssion, 
This zcal for lJoarning would not give way to complete and full retirce 
mont, so wc find him moving on over te assist in the énglish Jcpartmont 
of Austin Strtc Collere at Clarksville, Tenncssec, wecre he “enjoyoc 
immonscly", as he put it, “working with GI's anc in gecettinre their points 
of vicwe” | 

Dr. Poncleton's thorough scholcrship in the background of lanruago 
and his mastcrl:r comprcohension of its folk development arc ample cxpla- 
nations of his inherent intcrcst in the ecstablishmsnt cf this socisc y 
and the successful rrowth cf the orranizaticn for which hoe hasiabored 
so untiringly and to which he hese erntributed so abundantly. ODOuring 
thesc very difficult, carly days ten te fourteen years ago Dr, Pon- 
Gleton shared with othcrse the conviction that an intcrestcd, working 
mombcrship, a wiccepread undcrstanding of purposcs and possibilitics, 
a medium of publication revealing a background of worthy achicvement, 
and a medicunm of financial support wovld cventually fuarnntes a record 
of growth ana propress. Not only de we recognize his’ many valuablo con- 
tributions to policics, pvriyraus, and proccdurcs, but his frequent invul- 
untary discussions on moot questions oftcn proved most invaluablee His 
range of articlcs to the sullctin varicd from a troatisc on Ethnogeny 
to a subject as unsovhisticatcd es "Illicit whiskey Making." 

The first publication of the bullctin of the Tcnncsscc Folklore Sociot. 
under cate of Fobruary, 1955, cerrics a Forcwore by vr. scncleton as 
the first president in which he cays, "The Sccicty has a scrious and 
worthy purposc. It will cnecavor to make an accurate ana dcepcencable 
record of the 'ncetural antiaguitics! ef our state - - no matcrials will 
be Genalt with to the dctrimncnt cf Tennessoc, and no matcrial will bo 
rolocsca@ for unworthy cxploitcation." | 

Dr, and “rs. ‘cndleton have shercd a mtual interest and concecrn for 
the Sccicty. Ech his scparately subscribec consitently to the Bulletin 
These of us who hove becn vrivilcgcod to visit in thcir home here in 
Nashville have cnjoycd this sanc atmosphere cf conponiality, intole 
lcctual zeal, ane cenviviality cvinece through their doily lives, And 
assurccly this is “A star which hath clscwhcroe its sctting, and coneoth 
froa afar." «9e have sccn its brilliance and its lustcr and shall rosolv: 
bettcr to follow in its dircetion. ic fccl a lenliness in his 2bsoncc 
which skall cvokc hencecforth a dcsire te beostir our cffrrts more cffect=, 
ivel: to realizc the obicctives which Dr, Foenealcton visu rlizcd for this 
organization j.st fourtccn ycoars 
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YOUR NAME, FLZEASE 
Homer williams* 

Is your name Puryear? If so, it. is probable that one of your 
ancestors, at some far-distant time, had a pear tree in his back 
yard. For this is a variant of the name Perrier, which is of Frencr 
and Latin extraction, and signifies a dweller by a pear, trec. 

. Or are you a Gilchrist? This is a Celtic namo, and means a 
servant of Christ, or perhaps a person who lived near a chapel 
dedicated a Christ. 

i.any volumes have been written about the history of surnames, 
and it is indeen - fascinating subject to study. It is true, of 
course, that family names have in most part lost thoir original 
sienificance, but st one time they were hirhly monningful. 

The two surnanmcs eiven above aro classificd as rcesidence- 
nameése To distinguish one person from another with the same 
Christian name, ho was designated as tho individual who lived 
in a cortoin gcorraphical region, or somo man-made or natu- 
ral object. For instance, the man whic -ived in the house at the 
cnd of the town In timc, this deveicped into Townsend. 

of the surnames in this county oripinalted in the Brie 
tish Islcos. The Sury is arc at first meant a 
Gacller at a borovch. This word borovgh, in turn, camo from tho 
01d English burs, or burh, a stronghold, o fortificd place. The 
name Brook was prebably given to a fomilv who lived noar a small 
stroane The Green fonily no doubt dwolt noor a lovol, grassy 
bplacc, a procne | 

The English nario Forth significs a dwcllor by a forth or a 
ford. wNcwton lived _near the now cstatc or famrstead. The Book 


family originally had thoir home near a becch-trec. The people 


*#Commerce Department, Tonnessec Wesleyan College, Athens, Tonnosscco 
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who livod near a woodland m.¢ht have been called Wood, or Fora 
Or, again, they might have beon given the namo Hurst, from tho Saxon 
hyrst, a wood. 

Lynn is a name found in inp land and wales, It indic>tos a pore 
son who hed his home near a pool, a torrent, or a caseorc,. It is 
also found as a namoeclcomcnt, appoaring in Wolsh as llyn. Tho Irish 
form is linn, a pool, This samc clement appears in Iccland as lind, 
monsaing a woll on spring. In Holland, tho countorpart of the name 
Lynn is Van der Pool, "at the lako," 

It is often found that the samc name may have more than ono 
moaning. Lynn, for cxamplco, is somctimcs spollcd Linn, or Linno, 
and is Said to be dorivod fror: thc lime-trcc, or the linccn trcc. 
And Green heave worn a grecn coat, or possibly he lived in a 
house with a grcon roof. | 

These are only a fow of the many rcsidenco-namcs to be found 
throughout this country in dircctorics, tax lists, church rolls, 
and othcr placcs, 4 study of such nemos will often lcad iho aili-. 
pont scarcheor into incny intoresting byrwa-7s, ond ho may moro than 
once be richly rowan by findinr rich trcasvres in the most 


unlikely plsccs, 


YOU KNOW THAT: 


"As the crow fiicos" is something of 2 misnomer since a crow is said 
: never to take the shortcst route between two points? 


The common bclicf that 2 »cc cannot sting but once is erroncous, Most 
bees do not lose their «apparntus and ean therefore sting again? 


The praying mantis is not the holy thing sho scoms’ Thc fcmale always 
cats her husband during the mating scrson, and perhaps five or six 
othcrs 

sankes arc just as cloan and cdible as lobstcr and oysters, if not 
more sof Canned rattizsnake meat is gradually appealing to the palates 
of many Amcricans. 


JOintcd snakes do not go back torcther according to common superstition‘ 
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ORIGINS OF SOE ON TOIOS 


The several lists of idioms included here have not been subjocted 
to ctymological study excopt as their iciomatic meanings sccm to 
sugpcst a possible folk orifin. .This list, thorefore, ma; be made 
the basis of such further scicntific investigation, with ac:retions, 


as the student may desire. 
ana may vary regionally. 


FRONTIER CONDITIONS 


As close as a vice . 
iit the hay . 


Not out of thc woods yct e 
walking (skating) on thin icc 

guick on the trirrcr (craw) . 

Keep the pot boiling .« . « « « « 
Fut the bos pot in little. . 
Fot cannot call skillct black 
Boat the othcr all hollow. . 
watch the sparks fly « « « e e e 
In theo ruts 


Shot his wad , 6 
Cross bridge bcforc you gct to it 
Scnsc cnougr to come in out of ra 


Burn midnirht o11 « « « « 

Ply off the handlc . . eee. 
The roof fcoll in. 
411 burncc out . 


Ri TLRO/DING 


Gotting up stcam « « « « « e e« 
blowing off stcam © 
breezce throurh . . 
Out of the Cumps 


REVIVi.I MEETINGS 


Take a back scat 
iZ11 over but the 


shouting . 


Unaltcrabhlo 
for solution 


Tho rcanings suregestod here are colloquial 
Supply your own version, | 


Hard prosscd 


Sleep from cxhaustion 

in hastc, with intcnsity 
Violont, cmotional tonsity 
dilomma, unanticipatcd 
Uncontrollable 
Unrestraincd, unlimitcd 


.PFirst stagcs of achiovemcent 


Risking danger 
Tomperamontal, succen 
Sclfishly prctcntious 


Stir up strifc, antici- 


pat* ‘company 

Shewy, joyous anticipation 
of a visit 

Not blancloss 

Unqucstionce attainment 
Initiation with pride 
Sameness, lack of diversion 
Record cloar, unc allonging 
A blistcrinr or cxplosivec 
circumstancca 

Considecrablc lapse of time 
Both appraisal and criticis 
Pretentious, unreliable 
Said his “say" 

Rxageoratca staterent 
Iraginary difficultics 

Lack of wisdom or judgoment 
Persistent, industrious 


iasily angerca or upset 
sort of catastropho 


Deplctce in sibstance or 
snirit 
appcarance 


Encrgizced, cmotional tonsit 
Vocifcrous 

Swiftncess, with caso 
Throvgh first stages of 
difficulty 


Leccpt lesser rcesponsibilit 
Finality of achicvement 


| 
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Just mourner « « « «© « « eOrthodox compliance 

Get religion . « « « « © « Convinced 

Wear his religion on his sleeve . . . Veiled sincerity: 


TGA™ION AND BOATING 


culty 

The coast “:F::; « « e « « Unobdstructed, freedom of oppor- 
tunity 

Which way the biows . « e Concensus of opinion, nature of 
opposition 


A trimming down... © @©Reprimand, unexpected reprisal 
A sluice Lot anything) e e A CONtinuously large quantity 
Still navigating « » « « « Restrained continuance 

Still kicking . « « «© « « © e «e « e « Final effort, rejuvonation 
Paddle his own canoe « « « « « assume solf-responsibility 

Row your own boat «. « « « «© « « « e « Similar to above 

Set sail « « © © © © © a venture 

Be shoving off .« « « « « © « « « « « Abrupt or sudden doparture 


Stump the stato « « « « e « e Repeated appearance, alternately 
| with opponont 
Take the floor . « « « « « e « »« « e Arise to address an audiagnee 
Stand pat coc « Invincible, unchanging 
hot as a firecracker .« « « « « e « « Violcont policy or opposition 
Rode in on his coat tail... 4. . Favor through influcnce of anothcr 


hLONEY 


In tho Prod . « e« « a 

tut it on tho barrelhead © e e Cash considoration, 
Gct the borrics . « « « « « «+ « « e MOnctary dosiro 

A little chink . . « « « « FPockct chango, onough to rattle 
Fut in your two bits . 4 res’onsible part, a mito 

Born with a silvcr spoon in mouth . A focling only of compctcncy 
Ghitckon . e + « « e e e Small chango 

6© © 8.2 © © 6 A spccificd amount, sccerctive 


Writo it on the wall... Substantial, understood 

Not broke but bedlv “pont Apparent insolvency 

ORSLS 

Hor skirts arc ciccr . » « to act, frocdon from blamo 

Balkod at the idx: . Corfusod, confounded : 
6 « + - «© e « WOLL Grosacd 

won by a longpth .. . 4A rcasonablo margin 


POLITICS 


\ 


Bat the breeze . « « « « « e e e e e Unorthodox odds 

Champing the bits « « « e e Evident resentment 

To lope in... Unsuccessful, disappointing 

iicading for pay dirt « « « Objective cndcavor, cortain 

Come off your high horsc . . « « « e Stop boing pretentious, sophis- 
ticatod 

Ricing high « « « « e e Pretentious, beyond moans 

rot under the collar . Flare of tompor 

by NOSC « © « «© « « Barely ahead 

i, PUN“A-WEY «© © © © © «Beyond expectation, uncontrollable 

Lay down and pull... « « e Final thrust of cndceavor, maximum 

rnoto finish & technical decision 


Pick anothcr tunc . . « « « etry something clsc, rcversc | 
dccision J 

Out of tuno « « © © © © «XUnsympathctic, inhsrsonious . 

Out of harmony « « « « « « « Lack of coordination, incoopora 

Harping on (somconc-somcthing) . Continucd protestations, 
annoyance 

Strike a aiffcrcnt tunc . ...e.. Reversal of proccdure 

Flay anothcr tunc « « « e Same as above 

Give it thc downbeat . © © e e e otress or cmphasis 

« 6 © e oni e Change dcesircble 


OBILE 
Tooting his own horn « « « « « Attcncing personal resnvonsibilitic: 
Backscat Griving . . Sugeceting to anothcr 


Down thc runway « « e © e e the traditional happening 
Lovcling off . « «© © © © Kinding right coursc, compromising 

afc landing « -« Orthodox, rclievcd tcnscness 


wont into a tailspin .« « « « e « e « Confusion, uncontrollcd action 
That's all she wrotc « « « ce Blighty 
Lost his « « « e e up 


Got om the bcam « « « © @ Following a apecific coursc 
R..DIO 


Broadcasting « « « © © © Indiscriminatoly 

The air wavcS « « » «© «© ec e Furposcful dircctivcs 

Thc cCthcr « « «© «© © ~Modium of publicity 

Signing off « © «© © Discontinuance, transfcrred 
responsibility 
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MUSIC 


Kecp your shirt on « e 


TDIONS FRO! CLOTHIAG 
Too big for. your britchos 
Fancy pants .e 
Caught with your pants down 
Form fitting « « 


Kecp it under your hat .« e 
Died with his boots on e¢ e 

j t 


& stuffed shirt .e ome @ 
Straight jacket 
Get ovt your red flannels —* Oe 
Smooth as silk 


Pistol legged (trousers ) 
bagey aress (britches) © 6 
Best bibb and tueker 
Tan you hide « « « « « + © 


Bething beauty 


@ 


wears a shrub e 
Feather logged « « e e 


se 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Not worth a fig 6 ce 
Funny as a barrel monkies « 
blew his top @ © © 
(mit). . « «de ees 
Let slceping dors Lic oo 
Bit off more than he could chew 
Full of beans (prunes) . mie @ 
Shooting off his mouth e @te 6 
Cooki ne with e © © 


Jumpec down his throat e« e« e . 

Opened his mouth and put kis foot in 
it e 

beat his guins eee ¢ 


Hit the nail on the head 
N18 Sait . ee 
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MANNER OF DRESS 

Koop your mouth shut 
eExccoding moans, 
eEgcist 

Surpriso, oxigcency 

Hush 

Ecclosiastical 

Petitc, streamlincd 


Keep cook tempercd 
Undisclosed, secret 
Busy, actics 
Independent, 
self-made 
Artificiality, unnatural 
Make believe 
Hard put, demanding 
4urning cold 
4, slick tongue, finery 
Slender 
Unfitting 
Sailors 
Dressed in iis very best 
Mild threat, a by-word 
Trousers 
Conventional designation 
advertising lead 
Unstable, veneer 
Fickle, a have and have not type 
Gripe, grumble 
Voluptious 
Extreme fashion in hats 
hustache 
Noticeable gait 


slcef-ocucated, 


Worthless 

host amusing 

infcrior in standing 
Violent show of temver 
ental (moral) discrepancy 
Do not arouse controversy 
Too great responsibility 
Twisted or warped concepts 
Incessont talking 

Death 

Subject to sudden explosiveness 
Vio°.ent attack 


Self-susceptibility to error 
\iade excuses 

Directly to the point, 
Completion of a task 
Sleep 

Worthless 


emphatic 


¢ 
@®@ 
strapS e 
@ 


IDTCi.S 


Under their preper headings in the 
scveral of the more common icicms which have to 
to this list from *i 
caning 


roacer may wish 


An © e 
Sifrnals crossed e 
Pusted on sipnals. . 
Carrying the ball... 
naked reverse .. 
in a mouse 
ruttcrfingors e e 
Glue f: NECYPS « 


és ringer = © e 
One of tho 
threat « « « e 
cracii at the ronal. 
wr the score 
© «© © © e 


Curt of pDeunds « 


- 


che ccllar . 
seventh fremec e e 


to 
a cifferent version as to 


Go Cow: swinging e 
© 6 @ e 


Laying onc 


“ailea at 

tee Chips . 
GUCK « © © e 


ri 
* 


BLD OF SFORTS 


following catererics are listed 
do with s.orts, The 


s own store or to accept 


ALL 
essVOICing mojior ohstacic or diffi-g 
culty 
es MOrE solution 
e uxceeding authorization, unorthodox 
» e Confusion; frustration 
Lnobjectivated 
ee major rosponsibilities 
Without assistance 
e e Stopped after an enco. racing start 
e e Corrvinrg through as 
e Letting ovportinity slir 
oexiliful 
Tllcritimete aavantare 
e e One who docs his share cf anything 
° Ins»:irational leadership 
Fersistent, dcter: ined 
° Versetile 
‘ invinci:le 
Alternate recourse 
Paithful eattcmpt 
e Obicctive sain 
« elim: nation 
clue 
Stick-to-it-ive-ncss 
sasy Of rlanned 
ACvancing boats,  sxeessive 
volition 
e Euyond cstebl: 
accurate 
& more creditable record 
e e & Stretch or rest interval 
Counted out A 
e xeroic effort 
e Unsvecessful nonoraclc atternt 
all the way, desperate attempt 
e \nprenmecitated, wnprecicted failure 
e e Submitting to the uneonventional, 
the unexpected 
e e Spottcd objective 
e stopped in the hour of success 
e « Dwnonstration of efficiency 
e rot a potential winner 
e e Hotly contcstod 
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Clean up man « « e e Resourceful, depencable 

A pOp UP e « © An easy attempt 

Knocked out of box 2 . « « Failed to deliver succes. 
Down the alley ouccessful attempt 

Swing like washerwoman e e Feeble attempt 

Out by «© 6 © £m 6 6 A close decision 

Slice of the melon .« « « e'+ « e « ime pay off 


BOXING 


Saved by bell . « « «© « © Apparent failure 


Sunday punch « « «© « « Efficient, most reliable 


liaymaker « « «© © © Unorthodox achievement 
& scrapper e e e Fersistent 

Throw in the towel (sponge) e  Conceding defeat 

He was K'od « « « « «© © e e Unquestioned defeat 


WRESTLING 


Kicking a man when he is down .. .Unfair advantare 
Throw in the sponge (Towel) « sConceding defeat 
Bear hug «© © «© «© © Lnextracabdle 


Toe the line « « « « e « Keeting all requirements 

Get set « © © © © and physical conditioning 
Hit the cinders . ...e Meeting competitive responsibilitic 


Rogers 


Recent Thankspfiving Program of SS 
Tallahassee, FJ orida 


Chairman, Ceorse Pullen Jackson, Vanderbilt 'University;\Vice-Chairman, 
Edwin C, tirkland, University of Floridas;Secretary, Newman I.White, 
Duke tniversity. 
PROCRAM 
1.Glimpses of itlistory in Southern Folksonres - Arthur P. ‘udson 
| University of North Carolina 
the Classification of Solklone - Ralph S. Boggs 
| University of Miami 
Se “olklore and Sociology John M.Maclachan 
Univerity of “lorida 
4. Folk Speech in North Carolina - George FP. Wilson, The Woman's 
College of Unive. of N.Ce 
5. The German Cousin of “Fro¢ Went A-Courting” - Georre P. Jackson 
Vanderbilt University 
Reports on Folklore activities in the Southeastern rerion and from 
delerates from state folklore societiese 
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FOLKLORE FOL: LORISTS IN FRINT* 


Those of you who were present at the meeting last year will recall, 
4 hope, that 1 said it was in Germany thet foliicre first entered up- 
on its scient:fic stage. «.fter the sreat worl of the Crim brothers, 
in particular, it was opv.ous thet covery mytholory was 4 rit subject 
for scientific irvestiration, and capable of yielding scientific re- 
SuLtse The prohliem in each case was to trace the nursery tale to the 
legend, and the lerend to the myth, and the myth to its earliést gern, 
and as far as nossible to indicete the foreiren interpolat:ons when they 
occured, and account for the lecal accretions, 

The term FOLKLORE was first used in the middle of tie nineteenth 
century to dencte folk traditions, festivals, songs and superstitions. 
Much of the anthropolorical material called folklore comes from rural 
populations of ithe civiltfed world, 

the branch of folklore cealing witn the tracitional tales of prim- 
itive and bedern neoples ranks emonr the important humanistic sciences. 
This realization of the importance of folklore is a rrowinge concepte 

* It might be well to stop at this point and define terms, There 
are severel definitions of the word FOLALORE. Followine are sore of 
the rere common ones: Potkin defines it As "The stuff trat travels 
and the stuff that sticise! wobater's sew International victionary 
gives the following definition: "Traditional beliefs, custors, tales, 
or sayines, especially those of a:superstitious or lerencery nature, 
preserved unreflectively anony a people." Funk and Wernalls new College 
Standard gives this: "The traditions, beliefs, customs, sayings, storie: 
etce, preserved amonr the com:on people," 


It is impossible to draw a sharp line between myths and folk tales, 


J 


because the same tales wich occur as myths anpear also in the form of 


“Frofesscr Ce :e Snelgrove, Librarian, Tennessee Polytecnn.c Institute, 
Cookevilic, Ycennessee 


&0 
folk tales, If we defins wyths as tales thet give an interpretation 

of natural phenomena, we are confronted with the difficulty that a tale 
may conform with this dcefinition in one ease, while in anotner It may 


be a purely miman talc, souetimes even void of wonderful elements. 


‘ 


Thus the same taie wovlc ai one tire be classed as amyth, and at 


on of anirals, plants 


Quite plaus: tie, Bue more 


t 


id " ‘ » | 
onal yn iffieulty arises for 
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onelprove's Book List 


Cicucia de Lys, A Trcasury of Amorican Superstition , York Fhiloe 
sophical Library, IS48* 


The compiler discusses several hundred superstitions and exame- 
ples of mis-information undor twenty-one gencral department: headings, 
ranging from birds and becs to birds and dreams. “ach suporstition 
has been traced back as far us it foes with differcnt cxplanations 
tested to sec which is tho-stronger, iiss De Lys says in 2a brief note 
in the beginning of the book: "& Treasury of, American Supcrstition 
is an adventure in the form of a journey into folklore, or symbolic 
lore, throuch the simplest route; that is, via the familiar by-paths 
and lancs of sayings, customs, beliefs, superstitions in sveryday 
USC 


Vanes Randolnh,ed., Ozark Superstitions, Columbia l!niversity Press, 
Now YO rk, 


A more interesting book,to me,than A Treasury of Anmcrican 
Superstition is Vance Randolph's Ozark Evperstitions. Since Mr. 
liandolph has lived for almost thirty years among these hill people, 
he writes as an insider, His account is rather sympathetic, and its 
gentle humor takes the reader into the hills with the author, In tho 
introduction the author give an interesting xccount of his expericncs 
in gathering material for the book. He says,"I first visited the Ozark 
country in 1899, and since 19°20 I have coent practically all of my 
ting here, living in many parts of the rerion, sometimes in the vile 
lages and sometimes in the wildcst:and most isolated 'hollers,' I 
fished and fought and hunted and canced and gambled with my backwoods 
neighbors; I traveled the ridges roads! in covered wagon, consorting 
with pedlars and horse traders and ‘tyarb' doctors and moonshiners; 

1 learned to chew tcbaooco , and dabble in village politics,and became 


% Sec book Revicws, this issuc, (ed) 
See Revicws ind Volume XIII, Noed, Septomber, 1947.(ed) 


4 


82 


. deputy sheriff, and solicited items for the néwspapers, By marriago 
and otherwise I associated myself with several old backwoods famalies, 
in both Missouri anc Arxansas. I spared no effort to become intimate- 
ly acquainted with Czarl.crs of the hillbilly type, and succeeded in= 
sofnr as such intimacy is possible to one who was born a lowlander," 
hreliandolph socs on scv that in all his scars of collecting he has-— 
never met a hillman to ucmit a belief in anything which he regarded 

as superstition. “I aint suverstitious mvssir," one old man-told mo, 
"but some things that folks call superstition is just as true as God's 
own gospel,” i.ost of: tle real old-timers adhere to traditions wild 

and strange, and the fact that many of them contradict each other 
seoms to matter not at alle 


Richard i\.Dorson, Jonathan Draws the Long Bow, Harvard University 
Press, Cambridge,Mass.,1946 


Surprisingly little effort has been made to collect the New 
England folk tale until 1946 when Mr. Dorson's book apveared, and in 
1947 when E.4. Botkin's Treasury was printed, 


lir. Dorson collccted materials for the book from newspapers, 
magazines, almanacs, and town histories, tie begins with a chapter 
on New England story tolling, describing the conditions that bred 
this chimney-corner pastmo into an arte Thon he proceeds to give 
us samples of supernatural stories, Yankee yarns, tall tales, and 
local legends, 


Benjamin A. Botkin,A Treasury of New England Folklore, Crown, liew 
York, 1947 


This is an omnibus of Yankee literary lore and culture from 
the chanteys to ghost storics, including recipes and epitaphs from 
New England graveyards, This collection is lighter and fresher than 
its predecessor, The Treasury of Amcrican Folklore. 4 very intcresting 
and valuable eollection will be the opinion of the reader, It is pare 
ticularly useful in libraries since it is well indexed, 


John B. Salo, The Troe Named John, University of North Carolina Pross, 
Chapel Hill, 1929 ~~ 4 


Mre Sale is reproducing, in his own boyhood dialect, plantation 
life seen through the cycos of a child some fifty years agoe Mr.Salo 
says in the preface;"In this book I have purposely dealt with the 
better and gentler side of the Negro = the only side that I know in 
my boyhood, when I lived on a plantation near Columbus, Mississippi," 
This is a simple book, with no literary airs, It helps preserve | 
its full share of material that is very much worth prosorvinge 7 


The title of tho book comes from the idea of a treo planted in 
expectation of the birth of a child and named for hime 
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SUEL BETWEEN ANDREW J.CKSO” AND waIGHTSTILL AVERY 1788 


A? JONESEORO, TENNESSEE* 


It-was a hot day in sugust of 17@@ when Andrew Jackson and Cole 
Waightstill avery opns:ec othem ccurt in vashington Countye 
The case itself vas <° insignificant that all records of it have been 
desti*# ved, dut tne arvumert berween the twe co.ncils was heated and 
bitter, Ev :ryono in the courtroor knew the temper cf Jackson and were 
not survriscd at his *irey remarks and sercasm,. Little was known about 
Avery excert that he «as born in Norwich, Connecticut, and had gradu- 
atec from Frinceton in 1766, He had then gone to North Carolina to 
practice law, On this particular ocassion he had come to Jonesboro to 
act as the defense council for a cliente He also was subtle and sar- 
castic in his remarks to Yackson, and soon the case became so hot that 
it led to personal remarks involving profession and character, 

It was evident that Yackson was losing \the case and it was more 
than he cov.ld stand, He tore the fly leaf from a law book, scribbled 
a note to Avery, then left the courtroom, When the note was read, Avery 
accepted it as a challange to ducl. Hg £n turn wrote a note of_accep- 
tance to Jackson and left the courtroom. 

Each man selected a second whe was supposed to arrange tne time and 
tlace for the duel. ‘+t was decided that the two should meet that very 
afternoon on a hill at the north of town. It was also concluded that 
Jackson and Avery were not really mad at all but mementarily humiliated 
and not "shoot to kill." They were therefore instructed to so through 
with the duel but at the signal to fire, shoot into the air. 


At sunset that afternoon the two men started to the designated 
Gueling site followed by a large number of the townspeople. Anxiety 
filled the hearts of the people, but they were rreatly relieved when 
they saw the two men fire intentionally into the air and then approach 
and shake hands. 

It was at this point that Jackson presented to Avery a packare 
about the size of a volume of a law book, and the witnesses suspected 
that it was such, iihen the parcel was unwrapped there was revealed a 
piece of raw bacon. Laughs rolled across the crowd, and everybody 
thought it was just a good joke. Everybody except Avery. ie was 6n- 
raped, and immediately challanged Jackson to "go throurh with it". 
Jackson consented, The guns were reloaded, and the men took their dis- 
tance. &t the signel to fire both men wheeled and shot. “oth nen 
remained crect.e Neither had been hit. Again the shots had missed 
only this .timc it had been unintentional. | | 

Jackson, who wes supposedly an expert marksman, walked toward 
Avery with his hand cxtended. ‘hey "shook on it" and walked back to 
town together. | 


#Johnny bacon, Jonesboro, student at Tennessee Wesleyan College, as 
told to him by Paul Fink, historian and autior of the "Zarly Explo- 
ration of the Great Smokics." (Reflcronce is made to this incident 


by Marquis James in sndrow Jackson;iordor Captain,P.47. Sditor's note) 


FOURTE..NTH ANXU .L 


The fourteenth annual meeting of the 
at George rcabody College for Teache 
ber 6, 1£48, Mrs. L. L. Mcvowell fre 
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MELTING 


Tennessee Folklore Society eonvene 
rs in Nashville, saturday, Novem- 
iding in an all. day scssion with 


the following numbcrs anc cisc: ssions appearing on the prorram: 


President's Opcning Rowrarks - - - = 
hrs. !cDowell introduccd Silly Lassi 
the folk ballads. 


Business: 
The Scerctary's Report was prosontce 


we. L, L. McDowell 
tcr who sang beautifully some of 


by G. Rogers in which scvcoral 


rccomncencations wore offcrcc and adopted for stucy in the Socicty's 


furthcr planning procedurcs. 


Dr. T. J. Farr offercda the Trvoasurer 


membcrship in tho history of the soc 
balance in the trcasury but with ac 
costs of opcratiom anc in the pub 
socicty's publication. 


monorial to Dr. Charlics S, 
sistcntly contributing membcr. was r 


's Report indicating the largost 
icty with a slightl; incrcasing 
ontingoent inercasc in the initial 


lication of thc "Bullctin", the 


on, first presicont anc a cone 
caG by E. G. Rogers anc acoptcd 


by the Socicty for inclusion in the 
which was sont to;j:rs. Charlcs S, Peo 


member of the Tennessee rolklore Socicty. 


Resolutions were offcred and «doptccd 
of Foalocy Collere for the sponsorsh 
-and thanking trcsidcnt Yamcs L, Kobb 
sponsorship of the publication of th 


Folklore anc Folklorists in Print - 

trofcssor onclrrove is librarian at 

wherc he not only kccps’a complctc f 
he is builcing up also a collcction 

matcrials in book form which arc pri 
yoar to voar. 
found as a featured article in this 

Some aspcets of Brazilian - 
br. Griffin gave a most cnlightcning 
illustrations of the backsround, phi 
folklore which was the basis of a st 
Brazilian Litcraturec at the Universi 
sugecsts that sincc Brazilian litcra 
Romanticism, unlike the Unitcd ftatc 
but, the Unitcd Statcs, failcad 

rcsourccs until guitc reccntly. we 

manuscript latcr,. 


Folk bhusic in Our School Curriculum-h. 


br. Irving wolfc, frofcssor of s.usic 
of trofcssor Charlics bryan also o 
thcir madrigal singers, prcscntcc a 
Old anplish :adrigals. Dr. wolfc is 
promoting cffcctive music cducation 
relationships. 


His rccort in an analy 


Deccnbcr Lullotin, anc a copy of 
ndleton, of the ccccascd and 


> 


thanking Fresident Honry i, Hill 

p of the “ourtocnth ..nnval i.ecting, 

of Tonncsscc dosloyan College for 
"Bulletin." 


- - - trofcssor C. Snolgrove 
cnnessce fol stcchnic Institute 
lc of TFS publications but hwere 
fr the best prblications of folk 
tcc throurhout the nation from 
sis of these matcrials nay be 


SSUC 


- - Dr. William J, Griffin 

and intcrpretativo rcport with 
osophy, anc of Srazilian 
dy made by him as a vorofessor of 
y of Rio De Jancro. Dr. Criffin 
urc failce to accent 

» it gave emphasis to its own; 

O rccognize its own potcntial 

ope to give you a sum:cry of this 


acrigalians Irving wolfe 
at Fcabody, with thc assistance 
the Department, anc a group of 


cry intcrprctative rcnacring of 
National Chairman of music groups 
n National and intcrnaticnal 
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| 
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Soric mystcrics, Myths, and kicthods of the Anciont Fractico of 
wpothccary © Dr. Robert .sond 

Dr. fobcrt Bond, a practicing Nashvillc pharmacist, gave a west cne- 
lightcning sidclirht on many of the supernatural and superstitious 
ccecompanyirg the of onc of the most cvact seicneccs. 
vw‘, Cond indicatcd just how the mocern pharmacist still has to cator 
tincs to bclicfs of pcoplc which are besce upon rurec surcrstition. 
Dr. Bond's Ciscussion of the usc of “radio:-isotopce" in medicine was 
pointca,. saic that theodmugstorc of the future will do a freat 
dcal morc than decide whothe he shell try to pass out a bettcr sand- 
wich than his compctitor. *A dircset of vr. Bond's addrcss will be | 
carricd in a later issuc of the bullctin. 


Billing's Freguing Tunes - - - rrofcssor Paul S. 

rrofcsser «cConncll and his finc group of choral singers fave such a 
splendic. rccital of musical abilitics is cntcrtainront a year aro that 
they werc invitcod for this rcappcarancc. Carrying out the theme motif 
of Dillings in the history of carly american music. . 


ihe nominating. committce conposcd of Dr. Susan B, Rik-y,. chairman, 
wiss Pricda Johnson, and Miss Dorothy Herne prescntcd for approval 
the following rostcr of officials for 1949: Prcsiccnt, Yrofcssor 
Charlics Bryan, Peabody Collec; Vicceprcesidcnt, Miss wary Bare 
niclc, University of Tonncssec Trcasurcr, Dr. T. J. Farr, Tcnncsscc 
Folytcchnic Institutc; anc Scerctcary-Editor, &, icnncssco 
woslcyan Collcrc. 


Lunch was scrved in the Little Dining Hoon of the Poabody Collcro 
Cafctcria.s 


& resolution was offcrcd fro: the floor by Dr. Susan B. Ril.» comnende- 
ing ors. L. L. upon the servieccs rencored the during 
her three ycars as presiccnt of tic orranizatircn, 


motion wae apprevce to craw upen the treasury to cond our rctiring 
prsiccnt, iseDowoll, cas a Aclerate to the Covthcern Yolklere Socicty 
Convention in Tallahasscc, Flerida, on Thanksgiving. 


Quotcs fron L. L. : cDowcll, Rotiring FProesidont 


Dear .orcrs: 

Thanks for scncing me the Penclcton. It is a 
beavtiful tribute to splendic man. The Tonncessce Folklore Socicty 
will greatly miss his influcnece presence e 

I roalizc so kccenly that co isuch of our rich Lore is boing lost . 
by death anc our chanping citizenry and r.ocern industrics. In onc 
of his lact letters sto_inc Dr. Suncleten said, "Let mo urge you to 
kccp on collccting.” I shall @o just tiet.. 

mc say that I have cnjoyced ny official association 
With you and plcagc do fccl that I am still subjcet to the cell 
of thc socicty. 


Cor¢eiclly, 
Flore i.cvowcll 
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STATEMENT OF NEWLY ELECTED PRESIDENT 
OF THE TENNESSEE FOLKLORE SOCIETY 


As the nowly cloctcd prosidont of our Tonncssce Folklore Socicty, 
I wish to mike morc than the usual statement of thanks to tho mom- 
bers for this high honor. I think that you wil] agree that our Socic 
nas meant much to tho individual mombor over a period of yoars of it 
sepenization, Each time we mect there is always a tic of mtual in- 
and a epark of enthusiasm crouscd for the proservation and 
utilization of tho rich hcritage which wo havo about us in Tennessco 
4t our last mecting I think this was ovidoneed to a groat oxtont. 
while our numbors wore small, I boliove we oll renowed our desire te 
make the Socicty worthwhilo and its contribution to Tonncsscc lore 


a worthy once = 
As your noxt president, I fccl cspecially humblc as I read tho lis 
| 


of past prcsidcnts and know of thcoir splcndid backgrounds and of the 
work in the ficld of folklore. I shell make cvery cffort in my own 
way to cerry on the good work of those bcfore mo,and I fccl in takir 
over the work as prcsiccnt that porhaps Mrs. McDowell will havo morc 
timc to dcvotc to the work in which Bhe is so richly gifted, that of 
putting cown in clcer and unique style thoso things in which sho :has 
eroat ability in picking up on all sidos, I know that wo .shall be ri 
ly rcwnardcd by tho article which will begin to appcar from krs. Me- 
Dowcll's pon, as somo of the cncergy which the presidoncy required c 
now bc Acvotcd to this undertaking. we shall always romombor irs. 
i.cDowcll for taking tho Socicty through a vory difficult pcriod in 
the history of our stntce with the help of her splendid officcrs anc 
assistants the Socicty continu-lly grow in membership and uscfulnoss 
t look forward to scrvaiiiies your president, ana I hope that you 
me from time to time any sugrostions which you might have 


..r the improvement of the Socicty. | 
Charlics oryan 


CURRENTS 


From Dr. Edwin C. Kirkland, University of *lorida, Gainesville, 
we have the following comment: 


I was particularly interested in "emory Book 'Gems'!" (TFS 
_Bulletin--Sept., 1948).-The Journal of Anerican Folklore, LXI 
(April-June, 1948, 182-193, has an article by Vance nand Randolph 
and May Kennedy iteCord on "Autograph Albums in the Ozarks. 
At least one item in each article is the same with the usual 
variation due to oral transmission. 


when the golden sun is sinking 

And your mind from care is free, 

And you are alone thinking, 

Will you sometimes think of me% 
(TFSB, XIV,62) 


when the golden sun is sottins 

And your mind from care is frec, 

When of absent ones vou're thinking 

Will you sometircs think of me? 
(JAFL, LXI, 164) 


Fach of these may have had a seperate and indopencent orisin 
because the idcas arc clemcntal and common to all people, but 
the similarity of phrasing makes me fcel that we (have ) a 
variation of the samc item rather than polyrcnesise — 


Editor's notc: Our readcrs will welcome these coments, compari- 
sons anc contributions, i.ay wo havc more of thom. 


Our Book Revicw scction has attcmpted to call attcntion to some 
of the newcr publications which might te of intercst to folklor= 
istse Naturally thore are othors equally as significant which 
must be omitted from our lists. Some of those who follow these 
rcivews "would like to know who writes thom.” Your cgitor, in 
rcply to this query, adrits -uilt where the identification has 
not bccn accreditcd, Had we suspectcd your intcrost, 

already have subscribed to susceptibility. 


Dr. Gcorge Pullcn Jackson, perhaps others from our Tcnnesseo 
group, attended the Lountain Folk and Vanco Postival at Asheville 
on Octobcr 1-2. 


Your cditor wishes to nay his special thanks to kirs. Isla Paschal 


Richardson of Tullahoma in recognition of the very guncrous revicw 
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of his rocent book rolcase by Bruce Humphrics, Incorporatc:, “Swords 
and Flowshercs'" | 


ay woe announce hero also that irs. Richardson is hersoclf now undcr 
contract for a now volumc of pocms, Her: last book was the volume titl 
"Ly Heart Wakcth." 


we have just reccived on our oxchanro 1166"n copy of El Indio =n La 
Colonia which is "a study based cspecially on documcnts of the Central 
of tho Cauca." Tho publication comes throurh the !.inistro do 
Educacion Nacional, Dr. lavio Lozano y Lozano, Dopartamento do Ixton- 
scion Cultural y Bollas Artcs, Bogota, C. fe 


Acknowlcds-cmonts 
The Tennessce Folklore Socioty ecknowlcdgcs rccoipt of the followinr 
matcrials not clscwhcre accercditcds: 


Linncsota History, tho Historical Quartcrly of tho North Star Stato, 
the !.inncsota Historical Socicty, St. Faul, Vol.29, No.5, Sept.,1948. 


Anthropolorical Rocords 9:1: “California Artifacts"by =. ji. Giffords 
Appendix - “Additional Artifacts" by Phil C. Orr. University of Cali- 
fornia rress, Bborkolcy and Los 4ngclcs, 


Anthropolosical Rocords 5:5 : "Childhood and Developement smong the 
wind Rivor Shoshone” by D. 5. Shimkin,. University of California Press, 
Borkclcy and Los AnsclcS.e 


Anthmopoporical Records 5:4 : "Wind Rivor Shoshone Ethnoccopraphy” by 
Be Shirikine University of Californic Process, Borkelcy and Los. Angolc 


\ Jf all 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


L..M. Mathews, Some Seurces of Southernisms, University of Alabama 
Press, University Alabama, 1948, 


The three lectures contained herein were delivered at Alabama Col- 
lege for Women in 1947, as the fourth'in the series of the Dancy 
Lectures. This study of Southern speech, the best in our opinion since 
Cleanth Brooks, is presented in a manner comprehensive to the average 
a as well as to the most enthusiastic student of language deriva- 

One 

"This whole tendency," says the author,"to regard words in the Unie# 
States as unworthy and those brought in from the outside as of honor- 
ablé station,is common, but it is clearly in error," A limited number 
of common but unexpectedly Southern words are used for illustration, 
and the simple but sometimes strikingly interesting story of its origir 
is tolde 

"The Nahuatl Contribution," the language spoken by the Aztecs of 
Mexico, in the sixteenth century, is a more significant source of 
early Southernisms than the slightly traceable Indian dielects of 
North America as a source of Asiatic influence, Words like tomato, 
cocoa, chocolate, avocado, and chilli are among the many such words 

hich have passed from Spanish into English, Or perhaps a little more 

amiliar might be words like hoe-cake, popcorn-ball, hot tamale, or 
chilli con carnes Shack is common. 

- There were, however, among the North American Indians a group of 
Southern tribes collectively known as Muskogee which definitely con- 
tributed "Some Muskogeean Words in the Southern Vocabulary" as pointed 
out in the second division of the book. Even certain of the tribal 
names as Creek, Choctaw, Apalachi, Chicasaw, and Seminole were words of 
local, regional origine uch words were polysynthetic = complex ideas 
expressed not by separate words but by affixes, suffixes, and modifi- 
cations. Beautiful words like Kentucky, Susquehanna, Chattahoochee 
Tallepoosa, Alabama, and Tuscaloosa are Muskogeean words, Wahoo has 
meantime passed into Southern folklore, 

Southerners might be a little slow to discover the large number 
of words of African descent which have become a part of Southern 
speech. "Africanisms in the Plantation Vocabulary” indicates that when 
groups and individuals of vastly different cultural attainments come 
into daily contact with each other, each immediately begins to modify 
the culture of the other. This study is based upon a very definitely 
scientific research carried into other areas affected by the corre- 
sponding African source of basic speeche The Gullah dialect of South © 


>. 


Carolina is therefore most representative, The words kidna hoodooed 
xylophone, banjo iano, poor joe, cooter, chigger eanut oober 
gumbo, am, an are representatively And the 
stuffin which goes with Southern fried chicken is just "too delish." 
Phillip Eisenberg and Hecky Krasno, A Guide te Children's Records, 
Crown Publishers, New York, 1948, $2.00, | 


This guide is written and arranged for use by the busy parent and 
teacher, and especially for those who wish to know what records to 
buy, where, and why. It is not just another bibliographic arrangement 
of materials but also a discussion eee 
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of how to select records for the child, what children like 
in records, and what makes a.good story in a recording. The 
psychological advantages and disadvantares are discussed by 
experts. 

Under “wines of song” there is a discussion and eval- 
uation of the action element in music for children, of the 
time and appropriateness of music with a story and of music 
for listening pleasure. A number of activities are sugrested 
in which the child may participate and make his listening 
more meaningful. Some of these are directed activities while 
others are introducec so that the child may be rather unre- 
strained in his enjoyment as a medium of rather unhibited 
expression. Children may tuild into the experience their 
own stories or may participate variously in a very wide and — 
selective ranre of recreational and froup activities. There 
are records appropriate also to the quiet hour and as bed- 
time stories, | 

Directions are given for the making of the child's own 
Suita’:le home collection. The choice of a record player; 
the type of needle; the material, size and quality of the 
recorac; the uscs of the machine--these along with points on 
how to build a collection are invaluable aids to a well-planned 
program. The presentation is psychologically sound ffunction- 
‘ally adequate to the needs of any individual, froup, or 
level. 

Part II which deals with a listing and classification 
takes into account the are level at which the recording is 
to be used and thc purposc which the record is to serve at , 
this level, Keys to prefcrential ratings are livcwisc givon. 
The listings arc so arranred that the least orthocox user of 
the volume would have but littlic difficulty in witcly choos- 
ine the list of records most appropriate to his chilcron's 
needs. ‘The apparcnt soundness. of the discussions in rela- 
tionship to the broader aspécts of the teaching of c: ildren 
in the home,.-in the school, and in society commencs itself 
to thosc lookins for cffective aids in relating music to 
the broader concepts of teaching wherever children and youth 
aro involved, 


University Fress in Dallas Announces Bolklore Bookshelf, Uni- 
versity Fress, Southern i.cthodist University, Dallas 5, Texas. 


University tress in Vallas, at Southern '.ethodist Univer- 
sity, is now offering, ror the first time the Texas Folklore 
Bookshelf comovisine 15 clothbound volumes especially priced 
at .60, Individual titles in the set may also be purchased 
at list priccs,.woich are ,2.50 cach for 14 of tie volumes and 
~o for one of thom. 

These arc une annuals of the Texas Folklors cociety which 
has bccn doinre an outstanding job through the years in collect- 
ing and recording tho lercends, ballads (with sample melodics), 
and anccdotes of Tcxas and tre Southwest. With the cxccption 
of one volume, Gib morzan by Mody C. Boatrirht, all of them 
are antholorics from many hands. Editors have incloded Stith 
Thompson, J. Frank Dobic, Mody C. Bboatrirht, Marry .iansom 
and Donald Vay. 


~ 
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The Bookshelf incluccs the annuals publishce frrow 1916 to I 
1946 with the cxecption of four volumcs now ovt of orint and 
two Othcrs which arc alread? collectors! Thre: are 1934 
enc 1955 rcprints, but the othcrs arc in the ovirinal printinzs. 
Their distribution up to datc has becn restrictcd practically 
to the Socicty's menbcrshipe 

in taking over the sale of th. ec volumcs on a national 
scale, SiU's University ircss is using 4epare brochures and 
stuffors in announcing the Dookshclf to the tracc, and also to 
universitics, schools, librarics and known folklor¢ cn- 
thusiasts throverout thie country. 


Claudia ce Lys, A&A Treasury of Amcrican Superstitions, T’e Philo- 
sophicel Librar;, New York, 1946, 5.00. | 


Claucia ce Lys in A Trensiry of Amcrican Superstition has 
taken the backrround of superstition ane woven into it tre char: 
anc. fantasy of chilchooc with a deftness of inmarcr,’ anc sense of 
“alance as eack. thing neatly into its »lacc. The author 
states as aining "to clerify the aprronch to scene 
ingly rnystifyine questions ana clear the mine of any <ossible fear 
of prejucice,." Title chapters of “Ovr Feathcorec Prieacs," "The 
Bees anc Flowers," "Cursed omen,” “Denizens of the Deep," 
and "Sashion of Folklore,“ may appear as intriruing sugscstiong, 
but these do not hardly indiccte. the nature of the treatment of 
the ~aterials surrestca. 

In the above-mentione? chapter on "Our Featherec Friends" 
an example of the author's style may be referred to the crow lerend 
wnere this bird, like numerous others, has frequent inference to, 
anc ounious effcct upon, our daily lives. For instconce, crows 
on a fence presares foo wenthers; on the frouna, ba. weather, 
Cawins; near a housc always conotes near calaxity. I1f the first 
crow seen in the sprins is fl,ins, you will take a journey. A 
crow veering; to the left or to the risht incicotes corresponding 
pad or food luck; anc frequent colloquinl reference is clarifiocd 
in the comprehensive phrase of "As the crow flics." Sore keep 
crows as pets for superstitious reasons; some, not. there is.a 
belief that crows hold their own courts in which justice is deter- 
iilinec. and punishricnt administorec,. Crows are alert scntinels in 
their own selfeprotcction, It is thovrpht that "“searccrows" aro 
effective only so lone as the human smell is associ-tcc with the 
clothing used in the preparation of the cisruisc, ¢ 

Cat and cos superstitions, beliefs anc misconceptiors rerarde 
ing snakes, belicfs rerarcing lertehancecness in veoplo and of 
"“suttine the best foot forwarc," why woren cannot keen a secret, 
superstitions in tre usc of the ring in marriare, orc“nancy and 
sterility superstitions, beliefs rerarcing the of rarments, 
beliefs concernin; certain ailrents and bocil: affeoctations, and 
beliefs rerarcins man's relationship-to the natur:l >:cnorena of 
the world abovt and above him - - these are a few sauplings of the 
‘hHuncreds upon hundreds of sirnilar folk superstitions which may be 
found so intercstinsl, classified anc described in.fris very com- 
prehensive study, «ind since all silences come oecith twenty minutes 
before or after the hour, we now bring this review to a halg and 
refer you to this more ample compepd of materials, 
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ewitt Le Ballowe, Creole Folk Tales; Louisiana State University 
Press, 19465, ,.5.00 


Dr. callowe, author of a collection of nerro folk-stories, The 
Lawc Sevyin' the Same, proves that he is capable of uncerstancing and 
recoré@inre another culture--that of the Creoles of the : igsissipoi 
Delte. Having spent his life working among these people, he is able 
to sec tier: not as an outsicer, but as a fricnd,. 

1Owever, because hc exposcd their history to the crit:cal cycs of 
Outsiders, they fecl that kc has cnvaced their\sacrced privacy and 
exposec many family skcletons which should have\remaince burice,. The 
author cxpleins in a forovord that he beliovcs this rescntincnt is 
Cuc to tc desire of tic new pcncration to forrct the isolation and 
primitive life of thcir rsrandfathers, It is ironic to gotc that this 
nay come from the traditional French lovce.of privacy in family affairs 
as wcll as from the tenccney of young moderns to forrct past. 

The Crcolcs whom wr. Sallowc describes lived far from the roman- 
tic rranacur of tne Louisiana plantations. Thev bclong io the Lissi- 
ssippi colta and swamp, a jungle which long cscapcd tic inrords of 
Civilization. ‘“hcir homes arc in the small settlements on the cdarc 
of a lake or in the small trapping, and fishing vallagcs in the swamp 
or on the Gulf. The poovlce arc of scveral raccs - though orcdomi- 

nately hey come from covery level of socicty- -from disgraccd 
noblemen to cseaper cririnals, but all arc yw onan cqucl tasis and 
must facc cqually cang.rs of such a lifc. Jikc.all ivigrants, 
they have brougrt many of ti:car customs cne traditions with them, and 
though these’ may undergo minor changes in tne new lif. ticy remain 


basicall: the samc. The decp traditional Catholicism of tke #rench 
he a simple, childlike faith in a Scigncur whos« ways nonc 


may gucstion anc whosc po;cr is often cxprcescd in 1 mystcrious manncr. 
Ic Son Dicu's powcr is challcngcd only by voodoo, the blsck maric 
brought to Louisiana by the Acacians who wore Ariven from Canada to 
the Caribbean ialands and then to Lovisians, Oftcn t-. c.arrvs and 
fefisics of Voodoo have been confuscd with the tecchines of the church. 


making treir rcligion cven more naive and itive. 
strugrle of the Gallic hcriterc with tic primi- 
tiv~ corncitions of a ncw anc isolntcd lifes is ind«.n th: Corminent 


heme of Dr. Ballowc's bdook,. “Ph rosult of thir ctrurcrle ig a come 
picx fusion of brutality and naivcts, rcligious simlicity enc the} 
immorality. first gpleancs, the culture sccns almost 
Chileclike in its primitive cimplicity, yot tndcr the there 
remain any of the tr-citions of the more sophisticatcd culture of 
heir. sothcr countrics 
econ of trc eheractcr rs anothcr sicc of this highly intere- 

cstinge Crcolc cultur.. ‘cre arc Solange cand Charlcs, ccsecndants 

of the Lafitte pirctc wno flaunt convention wit game 

ity as their grandfathcre; ther. is Romald, who althoursh crippled 
hopelessly, managos to revenge hic aceidcnt by the death of his rival 
who causca ite sor can onc goon forget Nurs, the tropocr who stabs 
his fricna in a movcent of and tien gocs to the swimp to crucify 
himself in rcpentcnec. 

Other storics show the truc fal.Me wit of the Crcolcs, their love 

of family privacy, thcir rcepect for the and for sxirits of the 
ccag, put the dominating charactcristic of thc Creole charactcr is 
the juxte position of childlike simplicity anc primitive “rutality. 
wr. Esllowc has suceccecd not only in accing a valuable contribution 
to the matory of folklorc, Lut les in writine o vory frecinating 
booke | 


Mics Dotty lerkins, Departrcnt, Tenncssoc Jcslcran College 


‘ 
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E. G. Rogers, Swords and Flowshares, bruce Humphries, Inc.,Boston, 


Those who have read the carlier books of verse from the pen of 
E. GC. Rogers will welcome the publication date of his newest volume, 
swords and Flowsharcs, soon to be relcascdc by Rruce Humphries, Ince, 
Eoston.e. As the title indicates, this is a timcly book, many of the 
pocons vividly echoing thc noise of recent battlos, some of them move 
ing swiftly with such skilled pon pictures that again we hear "’ tho 
stoady roar of convoys," and “the distant muffled whirr of bomber 
plancs,” and “the shricking of shells overhcac," and wo march in tho 
mud and the heat and the cust with young boys but latcly out of school 
wno have “slanccd down/ Into the faces of fallen comraces,/ Climbed 
over their broken bodics,/ And dcnicd thoir agonizing crics/ For somo 
assistancc/ As (they) charged on to moot the foc." 


but these poems arc not a mere rohoearsal of the terror and blood 
end tragocy of war, for throurh these lincs there shincs an uncimmecd 
lisht of hope, a divine spark of faith, a faith for thc future in | 
which we shall behold "not a fantastic vision unfoundod in hope,/ For 
the nation whose youth carrics unfurled/ The bannor of Calvary, 
Upon cach sodccn battlcficlc." To such a nation shall coric frocdon, 
“frccadom endeared throursh sacrifice/ And pinnacles of reverence raiscd 
to God." It is a frccdom that shall come, "for we shall scck it in 
dis name," anc cver find the ctcrnal triumph of food over ovil. 


These are poocms of strongth, disnity, nobility of thought and brcadt 
of vision. Pocms that are human, Cccaling with the cvorycay things © 
of cre includec. «here a lovod and familiar tree has bcen cut 
down, we scc "x loncsomo place arainst the sky." Movinse pocms of tone 
Cerness, as "A Mestage," the l<tter a young boy writcs home from the . 
battlcficld, The mental picturc the fathor carrics with him of the 
son ss ho saw him on the cve of his departure sitting by the window, 
" one the sun was upon your facc." With unspokcon words willing up in 
his heart, the young solcicr looks about upon the familiar sconces ho 
is about to leave and says simply, "Tho hills are beeutiful."” The: boy 
who letcr writcs from the trenchos, “medals and speeches moan nothing 
herc.e 


The readcr will thank the writor for putting into words such pooms 

‘as "A Prayer for Discontcnt" which bcogins, 0 God,/ Kocp mc virile in 

spirit,/ Expcetant in faith, /And Cisconted with myself." 

Invisibility," "I lost My Scars," "Plowcd Earth" whosc last Lincs aro 

‘This was the kindrcd dust Goc gave to mc/ I must redccm it now to 

make it minc." Lincs from "The Pence of the Sword" stcy in the reader 

mind such as, “Again thc plowshare has bccome tho sword/ Of pcace on 

carth to frcoe men cvcrywhere."” ‘the first two lincs of "A Challonge 
Unfulfillod" challenges the reaccr, "hilo Jesus hangs upon tho cross/ 

I too must hclp to take him cown," and "Unto Our Own" contains tho 

arrcsting lincs "This war itsclf is but < camouflage/ which indi- 

catcs how ncoar wo arc to truth/ Which yot wo quite could comprehcnd/ 

hor have a vision clcar cnough with which to soc,./sut out of our 

suffcrings and our pricfs/ we shall behold tho facc of God/ when all 

our bittcrest tcars arc washcd away." “Asccondcing Praycrse," “The Moon 

Is Up", “Frecdom Will Comc” - these are pocms one will want to read 

morc than oncce : 


In the ringing lincs thet 4cal with wer the writcr -<“ocs not force 
himsclf to look through rosc colorce glasscs, for he knows what it 


i 


‘ 


is to sec “those who only ycstcrcay/ “roso from thcir soft, crumplod 
pillows/ And turnod thcir faccs toward sacrifico/ And suffcring,and 
coath." But undcrlying anc oncompassing thceso pages there romain tho 
steadfast abiding faith and trust, faith a weary worlc so badly nocds 
today, in the goodness, tho powcr, tho omnipotonco of God, wWearicd 

of human opinions, troublec from rumblings of war, struggling with 
probloms of world pcacc, one necds an inner peace of mind and would 
scok this with tho poct, "horo tho dissonance of war/ Anc voicc of 
Goath are hcard,/ Lot us pauso again for that still small voico/ Which 
revoals his holy pore... /And when tho evening sun is low/ And tho sky 
is red above/ May I somewhore pause on the long way homo/ To know that 
God is lovo. 


The pooms in this book arc varicd in subject and form anc come to 
us from thc skilled pcn of one who posscsses the gift of an cxcollcnt 
choice of words, a poct who fccls kconly anc thinks cocply. 


4s the Christmas holidays approach, ono would act wiscly in choos- 
ing this volume of pocris to inclucc on his gift list, a book which 
any poctry lover will dolight in posscssing. | 


> Isla Paschal Richardson 


Copies of "Swords and *lowshares" may be requested through the 
Stokes & Stockell Book Shop, 517 Union Street, Nashville 3, Tennessee, 
for this area or through the local book store of your ‘area. 


. 
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Richard O'Connor, Thomas: Rock of Chicamauga, Prentice-Hall, Inc., 
1948, 


The interest of the folklorist in this type of book may lie chiefly 
in the study of leadership which was so yvorv characteristic of the War 
Between the States of "who shall do what in the matter of responsi-. 
bilities anc promotions. This »voint of view is conditionec frrther 
by the Southern economy, regional locale, and the feelinr consistently 
predominant in the South that the povernment is the voice of the people 

Several factors made General Georre H, Thomas,"Kock of Chicamauga," 
hero of Springs in 4entucky, the straterest at-lurfreesboro who 
dified the s.grestions of retreat, the command to which won t e6 most 
complete victory in the >attle of “ashville wren General Crant was ask-: 
ing for his resignation, the one person whom Cencral Sherman disliked 
but whom ne felt compelled to consult again and again as in the Battle 
of Atlanta, the idol of the army who was called to Washington for per- 
sonal congratulations to be pérsonallyv offended by high government 3 
officials-factors such as these made Yeneral Thomas an object of con- 
tention among commanding officers of high rank‘while at the same time 
he was one of the most loved and respected by those undor his imrediate 
commande 

Thomas was a Virginian who, unlike most Southernors, velieved in 
the Constitutional predominance of the Federal Government over the righ 
of secession, Although 2 Virginian, and unlike Lce,he cast his lot 
with the union, thus inviting at the same time the antasonism of Soue 
therm leaders and the suspicions of loyalty at the North, Although 
Rosencrans, at ChattaAnoora, says, "I should lean on Thotias more. He 
is my right arm in this crisis," yet it was Thomas who discovered the 
intended statery of brogs and saved the union forced from utter anni- 
hilation at Chicamauga. Thomas was the master of counterpoint maneu- 
vering and attack. Thomreas' technique of thorough planning was evidence: | 
in the way he conducted the battle of Nashville” and ended the war 
in the west with one stroke. <i.omas never lost a battle nor a war, 
tie had cistonguished himself as a young artillerist in the exican War 
in such a way that his abilities were ever after definitely recornized. 
Sherman thought he was a little slow to deserve hich rank in leadership. 
but he always showed his skill in hindling successfully large masses 
in battle. Buell, snalleck, and Stanton at tires offorcd hir a. chief 
command but always at a time which made it cmbarassing or impossible 
to accéyt whereupon he would crop back into subordinate positions 
under less-qualified lcedership over hir. Thomas was convinced that. 
in the confusion of tigh Government these were those "who evidently 
believes that the uniform made the soldier and the gaudier the uniform 
the braver and wiser the soldier." Thomas writes in 1964, "The Wash- 
ington authorities treat me like a schoolboy, but if they'll let me\ 
aline J'll lick them yct." Thomas could never conceive of o west 
Pointer stooping to intrigue and politics merely to advance hemself, 
So it has naturally follcwed that General Thomas lived longer in, the 
hearts of the soldiers who served under him than in the mends cf con- 
temporary eenerals. And now that another gencration in the absence 
of prejudiced has arisen to evaluate his worth:arainst the backrround 
of history, the great soldier, the loyal citizen, and the. true patroit 
is generally coming to be recornized. : | 


> 
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